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Architecture is the story of how our 
spaces both shape and evolve to fit the 
way we live.

By studying the history of the country 
house, we can learn how English country 
life has changed and how it shapes the 
settings for AustenŴs characters.

Why Study 
Architecture?
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ÅA house at the center of an income -
producing landed estate

ÅDifferent from a Ŷhouse in the 
countryŷ

ÅA place to project power
ÅA place to entertain
ÅNot a villa (house in the country 

just outside London)
ÅNot a town house

What is a 
Country House?



We have a lot to 
cover, letŴs hope we 
get here!

Q&A
04

What do we know about 
the houses within 
AustenŴs novels?

 ήŐΟÔĖŇŐΜAğήŐÔŐ
03

Windows, location, 
and financials 
(briefly)

Special Topics
02

How houses and 
country life changed 
together over time

01
Evolution

Agenda



Evolution of the 
Country House

Skipton Castle
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You likely have a room in your house that 
gets little to no natural light. In an age 
of electricity, this makes sense. For most 
of the rest of human history, though, 
natural light was a key factor in 
architecture.

Natural Light
Before we begin, let us consider...



WeŴre going to talk about which ones have been most popular at 
different times, and why.

House Shape and Natural Light are Related



Medieval

Haddon Hall


