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Notes

Not all photos are
of British coaching
) . inns
o : LG [~ B Focused primarily
' S onland -basedlong -
distance travel
Using current names
for extant inns
Display does not
equal endorsement

White Horse, Romsey
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The Root of Travel i1s Travall




Hospital &
Hospitality
Share a
Root

Lord Leycester Hospital,
Warwick
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Fishbourne Roman Palace

| Roman
Era

Romans built roads
and places to stop
along them
Bibulium  was an
ale - house or
tavern with the

sign of an ivy -
garland or wreath
of vine - leaves



After the Romans

YA t

Most peopl e donWt

travel at ¢

| f you travel, youWre

noble G orin their service
Staying at the homes of other nobles

Al ton we got some bread

and then came to Alresford by Medstead..
- Rural Rides , William Cobbett

-y

Y2t hey seemed al most hurt th
have brought any such party to Lyme, without considering

It

as a thing of course

- Persuasion

t hat

likely

and chee

at Captai

t hey s h o uWeald and Downlend Museumh




For mer

pilgrimsW hostel,

Battl e

Pilgrims

YBifel  that, in that
seson on a day

In  Southwerk atthe
Tabard as | lay

Redy to wenden on my
pilgrimage

To Caunterbury  with ful
devout corage y

- The Canterbury Tales :
Geoffrey Chaucer
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At My

Canterbury Falstaff, Canterbury



Monastic
Houses

Initially would have

a room where you

could be provided
shelter and food
Eventually built
separate buildings

Well - to - do would be
invited to stay in

the Abbot Ws

Abbey Gatehouse, Stoneleigh Abbey



Stoneleigh Abbey Gateway



George, Stamford



George,
Stamford
(left) and
Westminster
Great Hall

(right)




Transmon to Innkeeplng for Profit

Monastic
hospitality
ends with
dissolution
of the
monasteries
Already for
profit inns
Some make
this their
new career

L W RIS

Plaster detail, George, Stamford



Modes of Trave

On foot

Horseback:
Women rode Ypilliony be
This required a Ydoubl e
stout horse to handle the weight
of two riders

YRiding on a Pill AmMigiorypf fr om
Domestic Manners and Sentiments in England
During the Middle Ages, by Thomas Wright



George Inn, Norton St Philip



George Inn, Norton St Philip



Black Horse, Skipton
(left) and George Inn,
Piercebridge (right)




Speed on
horseback

One example: 30 miles
in two hours on one
horse

In 1603 Robert Cary
rode 401 miles from
London to Edinburgh
in 3 days

Gloucester English Civil War Reenactment



YYn the hope of diverting her fatherWs thoughts

di sagreeabl eness of Mr. KnightleyWs going to Lo
suddenly; and going on horseback, which she knew would be all very

bad,; Emma communicated her news of Jane Fairfax
- Emma

YI't was a heavy, mel ancholy day. Soon after the
Edmund bade them good - bye for a week, and mounted his horse for

Peterborough, and then all were gone. y

- Mansfield Park

YHad they been only ten minutes sooner, they sh
the reach of his discrimination, for it was plain that he was that
moment arrived, that moment alighted from his h

- Pride and Prejudice



Early

Carriages

Queen Mary coronation
in 1553, state coach
Elizabethan / early
Stuart coaches are
ROUGH and SLOW
1684, four days to get
from London to Bath

Elizabethan replica coach, Stockwood Discovery Centre



Rudimentary
NngO»y EQg:

No shock absorption
(Yspringsy)
Carriages are slung

on leather braces

State Coach, Royal Mews



Rudimentary

ngO»y EgQ

No glass in the windows:
shutters or leather
curtains instead

Post Chaise, Red House Carriage Museum
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First Stagecoaches

Sporadic mentions of stagecoaches in the

first half of the 17th century

1657 first recorded stagecoach established

on the Chester road

Then coaches to Exeter and up the Great

North Road
1667 Bath YFIlying

From Stagecoach and Mail in Days of Yore

Machiney

, Charles G. Harper

ad\

BIRMINGHAM
STAGE-COACH,

In Two Day: and a half; begins May the
24th, 1731,

ET Sout from the Swan-fun in Birmingham,
cvery Mondayatfixa Clockinthe Morning,
through Warwick, Banbury and Alesbury,

to the Red Lion Inxin Alderfgate fireet, Londen,
cvery Wednefday Morning: And returns from
the faid Red Lion Inn every Tbur{day Morning
at five & Clock the fame Way to the Swan-/nn
in Birmingbam cvery Saturday, at 21 Shillings
cach Paflenger, and 1 8 Shillings from Warwick,
who has liberty tocarry 14 Pounds in Weighe,
and all above to pay One Penny a Pound,
Performd (if God permit)

By Nicholas Rothwell.

The Weckly Waggon fows oo every Tue/dey from the Neg's Head in
Mﬂi‘m o the Red Liom fon eforefeid, cvery J'u‘ylo) :‘f;: ramns
/;;1" Jaid dnn every Monday, ty the Nagg'v-tead 1n Birmingbem every

“*

Now. Byrhe feid Nichols Rothwell @ Warwick, o Per/ons nsy be fren
i fed wth a By Coach”™ Charint, Cheife. o Hearfe, wuh o Mavrnimg Cauch
eud dle Horfes. 1oumy Partof Crya Britas, & resfonobs Reter~ Avd
alfe Saadle Horfer ov b bod



Travel as
nghN}C

No seats on the top
(but people sat
there anyway)

Or sit in the basket
at th e back (the
Ybootey or Yr ug@h
tumbl ey) and g
crushed by baggage

YThe Stage Coach or The
Yardy, William Hogartt
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And women! YMoll Cutpursey in
Noteworthy haunts of highwaymen: Hounslow

Heath, Finchley Common, Putney Heath,

Highgate, Hampstead, Wimbledon Common,

YAukenbury § ( Og i | I&gnerby Hill,

Mai denhead Thicket, GadWs Hill (n
Rochester)

People would sometimes carry purses with bad

money to hand over

One man dressed as a woman to hide that he

was carrying a large amount of money

Or travel on Sundays to avoid highwaymen

Clink Prison Museum



Sunday Travelling Is
Still Frowned Upon

YShe saw that there had been
that Sunday travelling had been a common

thing; that there had been a period of

his life (and probably not a short one)

when he had been, at least, careless in

all serious matters; and, though he might

now think very differently, who could

answer for the true sentiments of a

clever, cautious man, grown old enough to
appreciate a fair character?
- Persuasion

BLACK HORSI

Black Horse, Skipton



Bad Road

For a good portion
of the 18 ™ century:
driver (coachman),
postillion, and six
horses

There was
opposition to the
turnpikes, and
people sometimes
put obstructions in
the road

~

YStage Coach and Six,9y Thomas Rowl and



i Downhill

v ——
e —

Brakes havenWt beer
invented yet

Instead a shoe or

Yslippery is used t
prevent one wheel from

turning

s
gy:?]'-
-2 RO

Compass Inn Museum, Pennsylvania



Uphill

Get ready to walk!

YMy dear Sir Thomas, if you had seen the state of the r
we should never have got through them, though we had the four horses of course;

and poor old coachman would attend us, out of his great love and kindness, though

he was hardly able to sit the box on account of the rheumatism which | had been

doctoring him for ever since Michael masz And then the g
them straining away! You know how | always feel for the horses. And when we got

to the bottom of Sandcroft  Hill, what do you think I did? You will laugh at me;

but | got out and walked up. | did indeed. It might not be saving them much, but

it was something, and | could not bear to sit at my ease and be dragged up at the

expense of those noble animals.y

- Mansfield Park



HE EDINBURGH STAGE-COACH,
for the better Accommodation of Paffen-
gers, will be altered to a new gentcel Two-end
Glafs Machine, hung on Steel Springs, exceeding
light and eafy, to go in ten Days in Summer and
twelve in Winter, to fet out the firft Tuefday
March, and continue it from Hofea Eaftgate’s, the
Coach and Horfes in Dean-ftreer, Soho, LON-
DON, and from John Somervell's in the Canon
gate, Edinburgh, every other Tuefday, and mect
at Burrow-bridge on Saturday Night, and fet out
from thence on Monday Morning, and get to
London and Edinburgh on Friday. In the Win-
terao fet out from London and Edinburgh every
other Monday Morning, and ta get to Burrow-
bridge on Saturday Night; and to fet out from
thence on Monday Morning, and get to London
and Edinburgh on Saturday Night. - Paffengers to
pay as ufual. Perform'd, if Gop permits, by your
dutiful Servant, HOSEA EASTGATE.
Care is taken of fmall Parcels, paying according
to their Value.

Improvements

In Coach Design

YGl ass Machiney =
YSteel Springsy
Rails then eventually seats

added on top

Brakes

Some big stagecoach proprietors
were also coach makers

Stagecoach and Mail in Days of Yore
Charles G. Harper

W i

ndow



Mail coaches: Left,
Stockwood Discovery
Centre and right,
London Postal Museum




More Outside
Passengers

Once there are seats,
they carry more

How many people can
sit where is set by
various acts of
Parliament

At one point up to 12
outside in summer, 10
throughout the year
after 1811

Stagecoach, Red House Carriage Museum



Some InsideOnly
Stagecoaches

DoesnWt mean there werenWt s
disputes about who sat where!

A stagecoach was introduced late in

the coaching era with numbered and

assigned seats

Park Drag (note: significantly newer than
stagecoach), Thrasher Carriage Museum




Turnpikin

Another cause for
Improvement is the
privitisation of
roads

Acts of Parliament
create turnpikes
Periodic toll houses
with toll gates set

up to collect fares
Everyone has to pay,
with one exception

Toll House and Gate, Blists Hill Victorian Town



Toll House, Blists Hill Victorian Town Toll House, Coalport



YStourbridge to Birmingham Royal Mai | Coac h, yTyburn Turnpike, about 1830
William J. Pringle (Wikimedia) ( The English Inn, Past and Present )



Toll House, Ironbridge Toll House, London



Ironbridge replica (left) and original (right) table of tolls



