
Travel and Hospitality 
ÿĖΜJ}ĖÔΜ ήŐΟÔĖŇŐΜtğŊĊÈ

ŶTravelling Carriage,ŷ James PollardSophie C. Turner

Part 1



White Horse, Romsey
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ÅFocused primarily 
on land - based long -
distance travel

ÅUsing current names 
for extant inns 
Display does not 
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EtymologyŶCottagersŴ Hospitality to Travellers or The 
Coach Broke Down,ŷ James Pollard (Wikimedia)



The Root of Travel is Travail

Fort William Rail Station



Lord Leycester Hospital, 
Warwick

Hospital & 
Hospitality 
Share a 
Root



Early Travel

Ye Olde Fighting Cocks, St Albans



Roman 
Era
ÅRomans built roads 

and places to stop 
along them

ÅBibulium was an 
ale - house or 
tavern with the 
sign of an ivy -
garland or wreath 
of vine - leaves

Fishbourne Roman Palace



Weald and Downland Museum

ÅMost people donŴt travel at all
ÅIf you travel, youŴre likely royal or 

noble ű or in their service
ÅStaying at the homes of other nobles

After the Romans

ŶAt Alton we got some bread and cheese at a friendŴs,
and then came to Alresford by Medstead.. .ŷ
- Rural Rides , William Cobbett

Ŷżthey seemed almost hurt that Captain Wentworth should 
have brought any such party to Lyme, without considering 
it as a thing of course that they should dine with them.ŷ
- Persuasion



Pilgrims

Former pilgrimsŴ hostel, Battle

ŶBifel that, in that 
seson on a day

In Southwerk at the 
Tabard as I lay

Redy to wenden on my 
pilgrimage

To Caunterbury with ful
devout corage ŷ

- The Canterbury Tales , 
Geoffrey Chaucer



Falstaff, CanterburyCanterbury



Monastic 
Houses
Å Initially would have 

a room where you 
could be provided 
shelter and food

ÅEventually built 
separate buildings

ÅWell - to - do would be 
invited to stay in 
the AbbotŴs House

Abbey Gatehouse, Stoneleigh Abbey



Stoneleigh Abbey Gateway



George, Stamford



George, 
Stamford 

(left) and 
Westminster 

Great Hall 
(right)



Plaster detail, George, Stamford

ÅMonastic 
hospitality 
ends with 
dissolution 
of the 
monasteries

ÅAlready for -
profit inns

ÅSome make 
this their 
new career

Transition to Innkeeping for Profit



Modes of Travel
On foot

Horseback:
ÅWomen rode Ŷpillionŷ behind men
ÅThis required a Ŷdouble strong,ŷ 

stout horse to handle the weight 
of two riders

ŶRiding on a Pillion,ŷ from A History of 
Domestic Manners and Sentiments in England 

During the Middle Ages, by Thomas Wright



George Inn, Norton St Philip



George Inn, Norton St Philip



Black Horse, Skipton 
(left) and George Inn, 
Piercebridge (right)



Speed on 
horseback
ÅOne example: 30 miles 

in two hours on one 
horse

Å In 1603 Robert Cary 
rode 401 miles from 
London to Edinburgh 
in 3 days

Gloucester English Civil War Reenactment



ŶIn the hope of diverting her fatherŴs thoughts from the 
disagreeableness of Mr. KnightleyŴs going to London; and going so 
suddenly; and going on horseback, which she knew would be all very 
bad; Emma communicated her news of Jane Fairfaxżŷ
- Emma

ŶIt was a heavy, melancholy day. Soon after the second breakfast, 
Edmund bade them good - bye for a week, and mounted his horse for 
Peterborough, and then all were gone.ŷ
- Mansfield Park

ŶHad they been only ten minutes sooner, they should have been beyond 
the reach of his discrimination, for it was plain that he was that 
moment arrived, that moment alighted from his horse or his carriage.ŷ
- Pride and Prejudice



Early 
Carriages
ÅQueen Mary coronation 

in 1553, state coach
ÅElizabethan / early 

Stuart coaches are 
ROUGH and SLOW

Å1684, four days to get 
from London to Bath

Elizabethan replica coach, Stockwood Discovery Centre



Rudimentary 
ńgÔ»ýĖğĊğóϚŅ
ÅNo shock absorption 
(Ŷspringsŷ)

ÅCarriages are slung 
on leather braces

State Coach, Royal Mews



Rudimentary 
ńgÔ»ýĖğĊğóϚŅ
No glass in the windows: 
shutters or leather 
curtains instead

Post Chaise, Red House Carriage Museum



New Modes of Travel

ŶThe London to Edinburgh 
Mail Coach Racing Downhill,ŷ 

John Frederick Herring, Sr.



First Stagecoaches
ÅSporadic mentions of stagecoaches in the 

first half of the 17th century
Å1657 first recorded stagecoach established 

on the Chester road
ÅThen coaches to Exeter and up the Great 

North Road
Å1667 Bath ŶFlying Machineŷ advertised

From Stagecoach and Mail in Days of Yore , Charles G. Harper



ŶThe Stage Coach or The Country Inn 
Yardŷ, William Hogarth, Ashmolean

ÅNo seats on the top 
(but people sat 
there anyway)

ÅOr sit in the basket 
at th e back (the 
Ŷbooteŷ or Ŷrumble-
tumbleŷ) and get 
crushed by baggage

Travel as 
ńgŊ}ϖ}ÿĊŅ



Þ}ĖÈΜΟýÔΜAÿóýϘ}ϚĒÔĖ
ÅAnd women! ŶMoll Cutpurseŷ in the Stuart era
ÅNoteworthy haunts of highwaymen: Hounslow 

Heath, Finchley Common, Putney Heath, 
Highgate, Hampstead, Wimbledon Common, 
ŶAukenbury ŷ (Ogilby), Gonerby Hill, 
Maidenhead Thicket, GadŴs Hill (near 
Rochester)

ÅPeople would sometimes carry purses with bad 
money to hand over

ÅOne man dressed as a woman to hide that he 
was carrying a large amount of money

ÅOr travel on Sundays to avoid highwaymen
Clink Prison Museum



ŶShe saw that there had been bad habits; 
that Sunday travelling had been a common 
thing; that there had been a period of 
his life (and probably not a short one) 
when he had been, at least, careless in 
all serious matters; and, though he might 
now think very differently, who could 
answer for the true sentiments of a 
clever, cautious man, grown old enough to 
appreciate a fair character?ŷ
- Persuasion

Sunday Travelling is 
Still Frowned Upon

Black Horse, Skipton



ŶStage Coach and Six,ŷ Thomas Rowlandson (Wikimedia)

ÅFor a good portion 
of the 18 th century: 
driver (coachman), 
postillion, and six 
horses

ÅThere was 
opposition to the 
turnpikes, and 
people sometimes 
put obstructions in 
the road

Bad Roads



Downhill
ÅBrakes havenŴt been 

invented  yet
Å Instead a shoe or 
Ŷslipperŷ is used to 
prevent one wheel from 
turning

Compass Inn Museum, Pennsylvania



Get ready to walk!

ŶMy dear Sir Thomas, if you had seen the state of the roads that day! I thought 
we should never have got through them, though we had the four horses of course; 
and poor old coachman would attend us, out of his great love and kindness, though 
he was hardly able to sit the box on account of the rheumatism which I had been 
doctoring him for ever since Michaelmasż And then the poor horses too! To see 
them straining away! You know how I always feel for the horses. And when we got 
to the bottom of Sandcroft Hill, what do you think I did? You will laugh at me; 
but I got out and walked up. I did indeed. It might not be saving them much, but 
it was something, and I could not bear to sit at my ease and be dragged up at the 
expense of those noble animals.ŷ
- Mansfield Park

Uphill



Improvements 
in Coach Design
ÅŶGlass Machineŷ = windows
ÅŶSteel Springsŷ
ÅRails then eventually seats 

added on top
ÅBrakes
ÅSome big stagecoach proprietors 

were also coach makers

Stagecoach and Mail in Days of Yore ,
Charles G. Harper



Mail coaches: Left, 
Stockwood Discovery 

Centre and right, 
London Postal Museum



Stagecoach, Red House Carriage Museum

ÅOnce there are seats, 
they carry more

ÅHow many people can 
sit where is set by 
various acts of 
Parliament

ÅAt one point up to 12 
outside in summer, 10 
throughout the year 
after 1811

More Outside 
Passengers



Some Inside-Only 
Stagecoaches
ÅDoesnŴt mean there werenŴt still 

disputes about who sat where!
ÅA stagecoach was introduced late in 

the coaching era with numbered and 
assigned seats

Park Drag (note: significantly newer than 
stagecoach), Thrasher Carriage Museum



Turnpiking
ÅAnother cause for 

improvement is the 
privitisation of 
roads

ÅActs of Parliament 
create turnpikes

ÅPeriodic toll houses 
with toll gates set 
up to collect fares

ÅEveryone has to pay, 
with one exception

Toll House and Gate, Blists Hill Victorian Town



Toll House, Blists Hill Victorian Town Toll House, Coalport



ŶStourbridge to Birmingham Royal Mail Coach,ŷ 
William J. Pringle (Wikimedia)

Tyburn Turnpike, about 1830
( The English Inn, Past and Present )



Toll House, Ironbridge Toll House, London



Ironbridge replica (left) and original (right) table of tolls


