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Red Lion, Salisbury

Sitting-room
/ Parlour
ŶOn the following afternoon, 
therefore, Emma was constrained 
to drive with her sister - in - law 
into A ŲŲ, and they were shown 
into the common sitting - room of 
the hotel, where they were 
warmly received by a vulgar, 
over -dressed woman.ŷ
- The Watsons



Sign of the Angel, Lacock Spread Eagle, Midhurst



Ladies Room

Royal Lion, Lyme

ŶOn one side of the coach 
entrance would be generally a 
large dining - room for passengers; 
on the other side was the coach 
office, and a passage connecting 
with the bar and coffee - room. The 
drawing - room reserved for ladies 
was on the first floor.ŷ

ŶEven the ladies who might be on 
the road were served and kept 
apart from the, perhaps, doubtful 
gents belowżŷ

- Old Inns of Old England , Harper



Taproom

Buckman Tavern, Massachusetts

ÅMore casual space
ÅFor lower class of 

travellers and locals

ŶA large and long room to sit 
in, with a miserable thing 
called a screen to keep the 
wind from our backs, with a 
smoke in the room half an 
hour after the fire was 
lightedżŷ
- Rural Rides , William Cobbett



ŶInterior of an 
Inn,ŷ Thomas 

Rowlandson,
Gift of Mrs. Charles 

Netcher to the 
Charles Netcher 

Memorial Collection, 
Art Institute 

Chicago



Crown Inn, Chiddingfold Ship Inn, Oundle



Interior of the Green Dragon, Alderbury, 
Old Inns of Old England, Harper

Taproom of a Country Inn, About 1837, Thomas 
Silson, ( The English Inn, Past and Present )



Rose and Crown, Romaldkirk The Tap Room, The George Inn Southwark , William Kent



Wayside Inn, MassachusettsThe Ingle - Nook, White Horse Inn, Shere, Old Inns of Old England



Old Inn, WidcombeFraunces Tavern, New York City



The Coffee Room, 1885, The George Inn Southwark , William Kent

Coffee Room
ÅBased on the 

Coffee Houses 
popular in London 
and other cities

Å In an inn, 
becomes a more 
general - purpose 
room, often used 
for dining



Old Bedford Village, Pennsylvania

ŶThis coffee- room was a 
front parlour, the 
principal features of which 
were fresh sand and stale 
tobacco smoke. Mr. Pickwick 
bowed to the three persons 
who were seated in it when 
he entered; and having 
despatched Sam for Perker, 
withdrew into an obscure 
corner, and looked thence 
with some curiosity upon 
his new companions.ŷ
- The Pickwick Papers, Charles 
Dickens



Old London Coaching Inns

Booking Office
ÅFor booking a place on a stagecoach
ÅPaid ¹ fare on booking, rest on 

taking your seat
ÅBooked parcels as well as passengers
Å If overbooked, they still had to 

convey you (usually by post - chaise)

ŶżSam was at once despatched to the 
White Horse Cellar, to take five 
ųplaces by the half-past seven oŴclock 
coach, next morning.ŷ
- Pickwick Papers , Charles Dickens



Waiting 
Room

George Inn, Stamford

ÅTo wait for 
stagecoaches / mail
ÅGeorge in Stamford 

had separate London 
and York waiting 
rooms



George Inn, Stamford

Ŷżwent for shelter into the 
travellersŴroomŲthe last resource of 
human dejection. The travellersŴroom 
at the White Horse Cellar is of 
course uncomfortable; it would be no 
travellersŴroom if it were not. It 
is the right - hand parlour , into which 
an aspiring kitchen fireplace appears 
to have walked, accompanied by a 
rebellious poker, tongs, and shovel. 
It is divided into boxes, for the 
solitary confinement of travellers , 
and is furnished with a clock, a 
looking - glass, and a live waiter, 
which latter article is kept in a 
small kennel for washing glasses, in 
a corner of the apartment.ŷ
- Pickwick Papers , Charles Dickens



Assembly Room

Old Ship, Brighton

ŶAt a little before eight oŴclock the Tomlinsons Ŵ 
carriage was heard to go by, which was the constant 
signal for Mrs. Edwards to order hers to the door; 
and in a very few minutes the party were transported 
from the quiet and warmth of a snug parlour to the 
bustle, noise, and draughts of air of a broad 
entrance passage of an inn. Mrs. Edwards, carefully 
guarding her own dress, while she attended to the 
proper security of her young chargesŴ shoulders and 
throats, led the way up the wide staircase, while no 
sound of a ball, but the first scrape of one violin, 
blessed the ears of her followers; and Miss 
Edwardsżwas told by the waiterżthat Mr. TomlinsonŴs 
family were in the room.ŷ
- The Watsons



Old Ship, Brighton



Union Hotel, Penzance

Their first pause was at the Crown Inn, an 
inconsiderable house, though the principal one of 
the sortżbut in passing it they gave the history of 
the large room visibly added; it had been built 
many years ago for a ball - room, and while the 
neighbourhood had been in a particularly populous, 
dancing state, had been occasionally used as such; Ų
but such brilliant days had long passed away, and 
now the highest purpose for which it was ever 
wanted was to accommodate a whist club established 
among the gentlemen and half - gentlemen of the 
place. He was immediately interested. Its character 
as a ball - room caught him; and instead of passing 
on, he stopt for several minutes at the two 
superior sashed windows which were open, to look in 
and contemplate its capabilities, and lament that 
its original purpose should have ceased.ŷ
- Emma



Union Hotel, Penzance



Commercial 
Room

Commercial Rooms, Bristol

Meeting place for 
traders, could store 
wares here

ŶA reasonable visit paid, Mr. 
Weston began to move. ŲHe must 
be going. He had business at 
the Crown about his hay, and a 
great many errands for Mrs. 
Weston at FordŴs, but he need 
not hurry any body else.ŷ
- Emma



ŶMost people know what sort of places commercial rooms usually are. That of the 
Peacock differed in no material respect from the generality of such apartments; that 
is to say, it was a large, bare - looking room, the furniture of which had no doubt been 
better when it was newer, with a spacious table in the centre , and a variety of 
smaller dittos in the corners; an extensive assortment of variously shaped chairs, and 
an old Turkey carpet, bearing about the same relative proportion to the size of the 
room, as a ladyŴs pocket- handkerchief might to the floor of a watch - box. The walls 
were garnished with one or two large maps; and several weather - beaten rough 
greatcoats, with complicated capes, dangled from a long row of pegs in one corner. The 
mantel - shelf was ornamented with a wooden inkstand, containing one stump of a pen and 
half a wafer; a road - book and directory; a county history minus the cover; and the 
mortal remains of a trout in a glass coffin. The atmosphere was redolent of tobacco -
smoke, the fumes of which had communicated a rather dingy hue to the whole room, and 
more especially to the dusty red curtains which shaded the windows. On the sideboard a 
variety of miscellaneous articles were huddled together, the most conspicuous of which 
were some very cloudy fish - sauce cruets, a couple of driving - boxes, two or three 
whips, and as many travelling shawls, a tray of knives and forks, and the mustard.ŷ
- The Pickwick Papers, Charles Dickens



Buckman Tavern, Massachusetts

ŶAnd here is another complete 
revolution. In almost every 
country town the post - chaise 
houses have been lessened in 
number, and those that remain 
have become comparatively 
solitary and mean. The guests at 
inns are not now gentlemen, but 
bumpers, who, from being called 
(at the inns) ųriders,Ŵ became 
ųtravellers ,Ŵ and are now 
ųcommercial gentlemen,Ŵ who go 
about in gigs, instead of on 
horseback, and who are in such 
numbers as to occupy a great part 
of the room in all the inns, in 
every part of the country.ŷ
- Rural Rides , William Cobbett



Stables & 
Carriage Houses

Ancient Unicorn, Bowes

ŶWe have got in in very 
good time, and got, at the 
Dolphin, good stabling for 
our horses. The waiters 
and people at inns look so 
hard at us to see us so 
liberal as to horse - feed, 
fire, candle, beds, and 
room, while we are so very 
very sparing in the 
article of drink!ŷ
- Rural Rides , William 
Cobbett



Ancient Unicorn, Bowes



Ancient Unicorn, Bowes



Castle Limes Hotel, Warwick



Inn Yard, Thomas Rowlandson, The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical Gardens



White Horse, Romsey



White Horse, Romsey



Cuckoo Brow Inn, Far Sawrey

ŶThis inn is one of the nicest, 
and, in summer, one of the 
pleasantest, in England; for, I 
think, that my experience in this 
way will justify me in speaking 
thus positively. The house is 
large, the yard and the stables 
good, the landlord a farmer also, 
and, therefore, no cribbing your 
horses in hay or straw and yourself 
in eggs and cream. The garden, 
which adjoins the south side of the 
house, is large, of good shape, has 
a terrace on one side, lies on the 
slope, consists of well - disposed 
clumps of shrubs and flowers, and 
of short -grass very neatly kept.ŷ
- Rural Rides , William Cobbett



Outdoor Spaces

19th Century Skittle Alley
( The English Inn, Past and Present )

ÅGardens
ÅOrchards
ÅBowling green
ÅSkittle alley

Ŷżthey beguiled their time 
chiefly with such amusements 
as the Peacock afforded, which 
were limited to a bagatelle -
board in the first floor, and 
a sequestered skittle - ground 
in the back yard.ŷ
- The Pickwick Papers , Charles 
Dickens



Rutland Arms , Bakewell

Landlord / Innkeeper / Proprietor
ÅKey person within the neighbourhood
ÅLarge local employer
ÅKnown by the local gentry and nobility
ÅMight be active politically
ÅCould be a woman

ŶIn those days, and with such men along the road, it 
was an established rule of etiquette for the coming 
guest to invite his host to take a glass of wine with 
him and to exchange the news.ŷ
- Old Inns of Old England , Charles Harper



Chambermaid

Red Lion, Salisbury

ÅClean and keep rooms 
in order

ÅAssist guests

ŶAccordingly, when she 
retired at night, she asked 
the chambermaid whether 
Pemberley were not a very 
fine place, what was the name 
of its proprietor, and with 
no little alarm, whether the 
family were down for the 
summer.ŷ
- Pride and Prejudice



Fashion Museum, Bath

ń+ğğΟŐŅ
ŶųWhoŴs there?Ŵ said Mr. Pickwick, starting up in bed.

ųBoots, sir.Ŵ

ųWhat do you want?Ŵ

ųPlease, sir, can you tell me which gentleman of your 
party wears a bright blue dress - coat, with a gilt button 
with ŶP. C.ŷ on it?Ŵ

ųItŴs been given out to brush,Ŵ thought Mr. Pickwick, 
ųand the man has forgotten whom it belongs to.Ŵ

Mr. Winkle,Ŵ he called out, ųnext room but two, on the 
right hand.Ŵ

ųThankŴee, sir,Ŵ said the Boots, and away he went.ŷ

- Pickwick Papers , Charles Dickens



Waiter

WetherburnŴs Tavern, Colonial Williamsburg

Ŷżtheir private sitting-
rooms at the ųWhite HartŴ 
Hotel, opposite the great 
Pump- room, where the 
waiters, from their 
costume, might be 
mistaken for Westminster 
boys, only they destroy 
the illusion by behaving 
themselves much better.ŷ
- Pickwick Papers, Charles 
Dickens



Bills of the B ell, Stilton,
( The English Inn, Past and Present )

ŶŴNow, about Manor Farm,Ŵ said Mr. 
Pickwick. ųHow shall we go?Ŵ

ųWe had better consult the waiter, 
perhaps,Ŵ said Mr. Tupman; and the 
waiter was summoned accordingly.ŷ
- The Pickwick Papers , Charles Dickens

ŶIn the course of the spring she must 
return their civilities by one very 
superior party Ųin which her card - tables 
should be set out with their separate 
candles and unbroken packs in the true 
style Ųand more waiters engaged for the 
evening than their own establishment 
could furnish, to carry round the 
refreshments at exactly the proper 
hour, and in the proper order.ŷ
- Emma



Horse / Carriage 
Management

ŶThe Mail Coach Changing Horses,ŷ James Pollard

ÅOstler
ÅGroom
ÅYard - porter
ÅPostilion / Post Boy

ŶųHe meant, I believe,Ŵ 
replied Jane, Ŷto go to 
Epsom, the place where 
they last changed horses, 
see the postilions, and 
try if any thing could be 
made out from them.ŷ
- Pride and Prejudice



Cuckoo Brow Inn, Far Sawrey

ŶThere were also the private postboys and 
postilions in gay livery. The public ones 
wore beaver hats, generally white, yellow 
jackets, and carried a flower in their 
mouths or behind their ears. They were all 
hell - for -leather lads.ŷ
- And So To Bath , Cecil Roberts

ŶRobert was carelessly kind, as became a 
prosperous man and a brother; more intent 
on settling with the post - boy, inveighing 
against the exorbitant advance in posting, 
and pondering over a doubtful half - crown, 
than on welcoming a sister who was no 
longer likely to have any property for him 
to get the direction of.ŷ
- The Watsons



ŶAgreeable Companions in a Post Chaise,ŷ Thomas Rowlandson (Wikimedia)

ŶIt wanted five 
minutes of twelve when 
we left Sittingbourne, 
from whence we had a 
famous pair of horses, 
which took us to 
Rochester in an hour 
and a quarter; the 
postboy seemed 
determined to show my 
mother that Kentish 
drivers were not 
always tedious, and 
really drove as fast 
as Cax.ŷ
- Jane Austen, letter 
to Cassandra



Mermaid  Inn, Rye

ŶAnd poor JohnŴs son came to talk to Mr. Elton about 
relief from the parish; he is very well to do himself, 
you know, being head man at the Crown, ostler, and 
every thing of that sort, but still he cannot keep his 
father without some help; and so, when Mr. Elton came 
back, he told us what John ostler had been telling 
him, and then it came out about the chaise having been 
sent to Randalls to take Mr. Frank Churchill to 
Richmond.ŷ
- Emma

ŶFrom this scene of prostitution and of pocket- picking 
I moved off with all convenient speed, but not before 
the ostler made me pay 9d. for merely letting my horse 
stand about ten minutes, and not before he had begun 
to abuse me for declining, though in a very polite 
manner, to make him a present in addition to the 9d.ŷ
- Rural Rides, William Cobbett



Kemerer Museum, Bethlehem PA

Porter
ÅSupervises/carries luggage and goods
Å In port cities also unload ships and 

transport parcels
ÅStyle of beer popular beginning in the 18 th

century takes its name from them

ŶLeaving Sam Weller to rescue the luggage from 
the seven or eight porters who flung themselves 
savagely upon it, the moment the coach stopped, 
and finding that they were about twenty minutes 
too early, Mr. Pickwick and his friends went for 
shelter into the travellersŴroomżŷ
- The Pickwick Papers , Charles Dickens



Colonial Williamsburg

Other Servants
ÅCook
ÅPotboy / Tapboy
ÅBarmaid
ÅKitchenmaid
ÅScullerymaid
ÅLaundress

ŶBy making a great stir in rousing waiters and 
ųbootsŴ and maids, and by leaving behind me the 
name of ųa dŲd noisy, troublesome fellow,Ŵ I got 
clear of ųthe Wells,Ŵŷ
- Rural Rides , William Cobbett


